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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Debate on Labor and Farm Bills Delays Final Action 
on These Measures 


House leaders pressed vigorously on Friday for final action 
on the labor bill, but debate was still in progress when the 
INrorMATION Letrer went to press. The provisions exempt- 
ing processors of fruits, vegetables and fish from the hours 
restrictions were left unchanged, and an additional amend- 
ment adopted exempting processors of agricultural products 
from payment of over-time. 

The wage and hour bill came before the House on Monday, 
December 13th, when the House by a vote of 282 to 123 dis- 
charged the Rules Committee from further consideration of a 
House Resolution to provide for debate on the bill. 


The House then adopted a six-hour limitation on general 
debate, with the usual provision for the bill to be read by 
sections under the five-minute rule. Under the five-minute 
rule any member of the House may speak for five minutes on 
any amendment offered as the bill is read by sections. 


After two days of general debate, Mrs. Norton, Chairman 
of the House Labor Committee, offered an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute. Her substitute proposal contained all 
the various amendments agreed to by the Labor Committee 
subsequent to the time it made its formal report on the bill 
last August and also included (as reported in last week's 
Lerrer) the proposed change from an administrative board 
to a single administrator. 

Other substitutes are offered by Representatives Griswold 
of Indiana, Lamneck of Ohio, and Bacon of New York. The 
American Federation of Labor's bill, which had been intro- 
duced in the House by Representative Dockweiler of Cali- 
fornia, was offered as a substitute by Representative Griswold. 
The proposal was defeated late Wednesday by a teller vote of 
162 to 131 after amendments exempting the processors of sea- 
foods, fruits and vegetables from the hours provisions had 
been adopted. The substitute would have established a rigid 
minimum wage of 40 cents an hour and a work-week of 40 
hours. 

Representative Lamneck’s substitute, which would have 
made the maintenance of oppressive wages, hours, and child 
labor unfair methods of competition, with administration in 
the Federal Trade Commission, was next considered by the 
House and defeated by a vote of 144 to 95. 

The third substitute to be proposed was ruled out of order 
as not being germane. It was a resolution introduced by 
Representative Bacon to create a committee to investigate 
labor conditions. 

Following the disposition of the Griswold, Lamneck, and 
Bacon substitutes the House returned to the Norton substitute 
and began reading the bill by sections. With the approval of 
Mrs. Norton three amendments were agreed to by the House 
before it adjourned Thursday nighi. The first amendment, 
offered by Representative Schneider of Wisconsin, would limit 


the discretion placed in the Chief of the Children’s Bureau to 
issue minor's work certificates to children between the ages 
of 14 and 16. Representative Bulwinkle of North Carolina 
submitted the second amendment, which would ban the 
employment of children between the hours of midnight to 6 
a.m. and would require that time and one-half be paid em- 
ployees working between midnight and 6 a.m. in continuous 
process industries. The third amendment, submitted by 
Representative Crosser of Ohio, would exempt all railroad 
employees from the proposed act. 

Debate in the Senate on the Pope-McGill farm bill con- 
tinued during the week with sessions lasting until 11 o'clock 
at night and with Majority Leader Barkley urging passage of 
the bill before the end of the week. An amendment proposed 
by Senator McNary, similar to the one adopted by the House 
placing limitations on the use of diverted lands, was agreed to 
by the Senate on Thursday by a vote of 49 to 32. The amend- 
ment would limit the use of lands shifted to soil conserving 
crops to the production of farm products to be consumed on 
the farm and not for market in any form. 


“TO ORDER” MEMORIES 


Prove Boomerang to Damage Claimants Who 
Could Conveniently Forget 


Memories that fail at opportune times in the trial of 
cases in which claims for damages are made by consumers 
against canners sometimes prove helpful and at others 
may be the downfall of the claimant. 

The outcome of a recent trial is an excellent example of 
a “fading” memory that proved a boomerang. The plaintiffs 
in the case first said that a copy of a statement in question 
in the trial had been left with them; then they said 
they were not sure about it; they then decided that they 
had not seen the statement, or if they had, that it had 
been lost or destroyed; finally, they vigorously denied turn- 
ing over any statement of the kind to their attorney. The 
plaintiffs’ attorney, in turn, first said he did not know 
what statement was being talked about; finally, when 
ordered by the Court to produce the statement if he had 
it, he produced it from his files. 

At this stage the Court suggested that the case be with- 
drawn. The plaintiffs’ attorney refused. Subsequently, 
further serious discrepancies were developed in the testi- 
mony of the plaintiffs. 

The outcome? The defendant was not required to put in 
any evidence. The Court not only found for the defendant, 
but also stated that it would consider holding the plaintiffs 
for perjury and their attorney for contempt of court. 

This case is called to the attention of canners because 
it shows the necessity of vigorous defense against questionable 
and unjustified claims. 
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Italian Tomato Canning Situation 


Tomato canning in the Neapolitan district ended with the 
last week of October, according to the American consulate 
general at Naples, and reports indicate that about 35 per 
cent more peeled tomatoes were canned this year than a 
year ago. The tomato sauce production was about the same 
as last year. In the absence of competition from Spanish 
peeled-tomato canners, the Naples trade believes that the 
foreign demand for their products will exceed the supply. 
At present (November) no business is being done because 
the English and Americans are loaded up with heavy pur- 
chases made in August, September and October, prices hav- 
ing been comparatively low during those months, namely, 
from $2.20 to $2.40 c.i.f. New York, per case of 24 three- 
pound cans. 


During the period of low prices fair shipments were sent 
to Germany, but at present little business is being done with 
that country because the German importers have difficulty in 
obtaining import permits and also because the purchase price 
which the importers are allowed to pay is fixed by the German 
authorities and at a figure lower than prices obtainable in 
other countries. 


On the whole the canners state that business this season 
has been quite satisfactory. 


L. A. SEARS DIES 


Third President of National Canners Association 
Passes Away After Short Illness 


L. A. Sears, one of the canners most active in the founding 
of the National Canners Association, its third president (in 
1910), and active for years in many phases of the Associa- 
tion’s work, died at his home in Warrensburg, Illinois, on 
Monday evening, December 13th, after a short illness. 
Funeral services were held at Decatur on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 16th, with interment to be made later at Chillicothe, Ohio. 


“Lon,” as he was known to his fellow canners, was born in 
Kansas in 1860, and first engaged in the canning business in 
Michigan during the early 80's. In 1891 he became associated 
with his father in Sears, Nichols & Co., which later became 
the Sears-Nichols Company, with which he remained until 
about 1916. Later he was connected with W. R. Roach & 
Company. At the time of his death he was president of the 
Warrensburg Canning Company. 


A man of high integrity, forthright in both action and 
speech, genial and lovable in his personal associations with 
his fellow man, he early won the high regard of not only the 
members of his industry but all others with whom he came 
in social or business contact. His death removes one of the 
pioneer figures in the history of canning and canners’ organi- 
zations. 


MEXICO MODIFIES REGULATIONS 
Requirements as to Metric Terms to A at Time 
of Resale pply 


In the INronmation Letter for November 13th attention 
was called to regulations of the Mexican government requir- 
ing that all statements of weights on documents, bills of sale, 
labels, etc., of goods offered for sale in Mexico shall be in 


the metric system. It is now announced that enforcement of 
this regulation will be applied at the time of resale in Mexico 
rather than at the time of importation into that country. 
Some further alterations of the requirement are also an- 
nounced. The following statement is quoted from Commerce 
Reports for December 11th: 


Officials of the Mexican Department of Weights and Meas- 
ures have stated that the strict enforcement of metric unit 
marking requirements beginning ae 1, 1938, will be 
applied to imported goods at the time of resale in Mexico, 
and not at the time of their importation into that country, 
according to a report of November 22 from the office of the 
American Commercial Attaché, Mexico City. Consequently, 
export shipments to Mexico may continue to be made in con- 
tainers of any desired size and marked with any unit of weight 
or measure, both as regards the container and the product 
itself. In other words, no weights and measures restrictions 
will be applied to imported goods at the time they pass 
through the Mexican customs. 

However, after customs clearance, the importer or dis- 
tributor in Mexico is required to delete all indications of 
measure or weight other than those of the metric system, 
prior to placing the goods on sale in Mexico. This may be 
done by means of a sticker placed on the container or label, 
or by other suitable methods, in such a manner as to obliterate 
any reference to weights or measures in nonmetric units. In 
the case of products such as machine tools and machinery, 
on which weights or measures are molded or cast, it will not 
be necessary to change the existing markings even at the 
time of resale to the Mexican customer. 


The same exemption applies to invoices and other docu- 
ments covering export shipments to Mexico, which may be 
made out in any system of weights and measures, and it is 
only on invoices covering the resale of the goods in Mexico 
that it is necessary to show price quotations in terms of metric 
units, or to designate the weight or measure of packaged 
goods in the metric system exclusively. 


Catalogs and advertising matter of all kinds relating to 
goods for sale in Mexico must use the metric system exclu- 
sively. However, where this requirement would involve con- 
siderable expense and difficulty on the part of exporters, 
officials of the Mexican Department of Weights and Measures 
have indicated their willingness to consider requests for 
exemption from this requirement. Such requests should be 
made through the Mexican distributor or representative of 
the exporting firm. Similarly, in the event that there is some 
doubt as to whether or not the Mexican regulations require 
a change in the customary method of marking prior to the 
resale of the goods in Mexico, the question may be referred 
in the same manner to the Mexican officials for consideration. 


VITAMIN LABELING 


Unqualified Statements as to Presence of Vitamins 
Are Disapproved 


The Food and Drug Administration has repeatedly voiced 
its disapproval of labeling foods with a declaration of 
the abundant presence of “vitamins” (unqualified by any 
statement of what vitamins are present) unless all known 
vitamins are present in abundance. The presence of one 
or two vitamins does not make it appropriate to declare 
without qualification that “vitamins” are present. 

The Food Committee of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation takes the same position, and recently the Federal 
Trade Commission has announced a stipulation by a manu- 
facturer regarding the same matter. The announcement of 
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the Federal Trade Commission, dated December 10, 1937, 
follows: 


“California Vegetable Concentrates, Inc., Architects Build- 
ing, Los Angeles, selling certain preparations known as 
CVC Formulated Compounds of Vegetable Concentrates, 
stipulates that it will stop that the average 
American diet is deficient in minerals and that any of 
its products are prolific sources of vitamin potencies un- 
less limited to vitamins A and C. The respondent com- 
pany will discontinue representing that its various prep- 
arations are indicated in the treatment of such ailments 
as low blood pressure, nervous debility, muscular rheuma- 
sn calcium deficiency, malnutrition, goiter, and intestinal 
ulcers.” 


Cold Storage Stocks 


Cold storage holdings of apples as reported to the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics as of December Ist, were the 
largest of record, totaling 35,342,000 bushels. Holdings in 
western boxes (15,659,000) , however, were only slightly above 
average and were, roughly, 2%4 million boxes less than the 
record-holdings of December 1, 1934. 

Pear holdings now consist chiefly of winter varieties, as 
most of the Bartletts have been withdrawn from cold storage. 
Present stocks are 31 per cent greater than a year ago and 
23 per cent above average (1932-36). 

December Ist stocks of frozen and preserved fruits (cold 
pack) amounted to 128,141,000 pounds, approximately 32 
million pounds in excess of the previous December Ist record 
holdings in 1931. “Quick freeze” vegetable holdings in- 
creased 15 per cent during November, the gains occurring 
chiefly in lima beans, spinach, and miscellaneous vegetables. 


The following table furnishes detailed figures: 


Western boxes............ 13,924 12,264 15,659 
Bartletts boxes). . 169 63 36 
Bartletts (loose boxes)... . . 127 38 
Others (boxes)............ 1,079 2,366 1,630 
Others 15 42 

) 31,804 30,603 
tr 
Blueberries 6,227 6,526 
: 25,419 20,795 
Other’ (pounds).......... ...... 68:978 70,217 

Frozen vegetables: 

Corn ( 2,308 2,813 
Malayan Canned Pineapple Exports 


According to the Singapore Free Press exports of canned 
pineapple from British Malayan ports for the period Decem- 
ber 27, 1936, to October 2, 1937, were 2,169,690 cases, or an 
average of 54,242 cases per week. Total exports for the 
corresponding period of 1936 were 2,032,600 cases, or an 
average of 50,815 cases per week. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices 


The following indexes taken from the published reports 
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate the recent changes 
in wholesale and retail prices. For retail prices they are 
based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while for 
wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 


Wholesale 


prices 
Dec. 4 Nov.27 Dec.5 Dee.7 Dee. 8 
1937 1937 1936 1935 1934 


All commodities... 82.0 82.0 83.0 80.9 16.7 


All foods......... 80.7 81.5 84.8 86.4 14.9 
Retail 
Nov. 16 Oct. 12 Nov. 17 Nov. 15 

1937 1937 1936 1932 

83.6 84.9 82.5 65.6 

Fresh fruits and v . $8.5 53.5 64.5 49.0 
Canned fruits vege- 


Dr. Williams Addresses Bacteriological Society 


On the evening of December 10th Dr. O. B. Williams, of 
the Research Laboratory staff, addressed the local 
of Bacteriologists of the University of Kentucky on the 
bacteriological work of the laboratory. About 75 persons 
attended the lecture. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Week ending— Season total to— 


VEGETABLES 1936 1937 1937 1936 1937 
Dec. 11 Dee. 11 Dec. 4 Dec. 11 Dee. 11 


143 «(10,565 9,880 


238 206 148 25,876 24,562 
Green peas.......... 16 97 151 8,309 7,874 
323 «62500 S11 900 
Domestic, compet- 
3,954 3,309 2,966 91,773 90,745 
indirectly ....... 59 63 77 761 =1,037 
Frurrs 
Citrus, domestic..... 5,035 5,059 4,250 31,917 28,557 
Imports.......... 0 1 0 95 122 
Others, domestic... .. 224 4453 577 49,427 55,381 


Next Issue of Information Letter 


The next issue of the INronmation Letrer will be the last 
for the year 1937, and will be published early in the week of 
December 27th. In this issue it is hoped to present the prin- 
cipal features of the program for the annual convention at 
Chicago the week of January 23rd. 

At as early a date in the year as possible an index of the 
Lerrer for 1937 will be issued and sent to all those on the 
mailing list. The suggestion is made that canners who main- 
tain files of the Inronmation Letrer check over their copies 
for the current year to ascertain if their files are complete. In 
case copies are missing, the Association will send duplicates 
so far as such copies may be available from the Association's 
files. 
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UNSOLD STOCKS OF CANNED SALMON 
Unsold stocks of canned salmon on November 30, 1937, totaled 3,995,797 cases as compared with 2,437,861 cases on 


the corresponding date last year, according to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific Fisheries. 


The figures for 


November 30, 1937, are based on reports from 90 companies producing probably 98 per cent of the 1937 pack, while the 
statistics for laei year are based on reports from 77 companies producing approximately 94 per cent of the pack. The 
following table furnishes details as to the stocks of the different grades and varieties: 


Talls 
(1 Pound) 


Flats 
(1 Pound) 


Halves Oct. 3 
(8 Dozen) 1937 


Cases 


= 


= 


SESE 


S| RESSESSESSE 


The Federal Trade Commission has announced that the Von 
Allmen Preserving Company, Louisville, Kentucky, engaged 
in the manufacture and sale of preserves and pickles, has 
entered into a stipulation with the Commission by which it 
agrees to cease using on labels or in advertising matter the 
words “pure apple butter” to describe a product which con- 
tains less than 43 per cent of water soluble solids, and to stop 
employing the words “apple butter” alone or with the word 
“pure” so as to imply that the product is in fact apple butter, 
that is to say, a product which contains not less than 43 per 
cent water soluble solids, when such is not a fact. 

The requirements of the stipulation as to the composition 
of apple butter conform to those contained in trade practice 
conference rules promulgated by the Commission for the pre- 
serve manufacturing industry on September 12, 1936. 


BREEDING BETTER SWEET CORN 


Merits of Yellow Hybrids Set Out in Agricultural 
Department Broadcast 


A recent broadcast on the National Farm and Home Hour 
was devoted to the subject of breeding better sweet corn, and 
canners who did not hear the program will be interested in 
the following quotation from the discussion: 


Mr, Sauissury: It kind of makes my mouth water to think 
of a big platter of those uniform golden ears, with a nice 
steamy smell, and a good-sized chunk of butter on the side. 
H’m. I could get away with five or six right now. Oh, well— 
what's the use? This is the first of December. There's a long 
time to wait for the sweet corn season. 


Mr. Hamewee: That brings up another point. After all, 
the amount of corn eaten on the cob in summer is very small 
compared to the amount eaten all year round from cans. As 
a matter of fact, it’s in the canning industry that hybrid sweet 
corn has been most important. One of the greatest drawbacks 
of the old sweet corn for canners was its great lack of uni- 
formity, especially in ripening. The uniformity of hybrid 


corn in every respect—including degree of ripeness, quality, 
and size—has practically enabled canners to revolutionize 
their machinery and their canning methods. During this past 
year, I believe that about 80 per cent of all the yellow sweet 
corn grown for canning was hybrid corn—and about half of 
that was Golden Cross Bantam. 


A Word of Caution 


In corresponding with a large chain store organization in 
regard to the handling of consumer complaints, the Associa- 
tion has been informed that it is their practice to return to 
the packer concerned any samples of food or containers se- 
cured from complainants. The company states, “It would 
seem reasonable to assume that it is up to the packer to take 
care of these exhibits.” 

Our members are advised to preserve such canned food 
exhibits until reasonably sure that they will no longer be 
needed or send them by insured parcel post or «xpress, care- 
fully packed, to the Association office in Washington for 
examination and safe keeping. 

In connection with claims arising in the Far West, these 
exhibits may be sent to the San Francisco or Seattle office of 
the Association instead. 
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